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Eugene Willging 


Culbertson, Ely. Must Fight Russia? Winston. Apr. 
15, 1946. 62p. $1.00. 


November, 1943 Ely Culberston published book en- 
titled Total Peace. presented detail and scientific 
plan for world peace established upon the twofold 
foundation “quota” disarmament and regional federa- 
tions. These proposals were greeted with loud acclama- 
tion some enthusiasts, whereas much cold water was 
poured over them others—see Best Sellers, 152. 
Since that time Culbertson has endeavored, mostly 
vain, sell his ideas international experts and the 
public. the meanwhile time has marched and 
statesmen have given little heed Culbertson. The 
Dumbarton Oaks Proposals were published, the San Fran- 
cisco Conference was summoned, the United Nations was 
conceived, the atomic bomb obliterated Hiroshima. 


the light all these events Culbertson has reexamined 
his original proposals. Certain accidental changes have 
been made but still considers his plan the only 
viable solution for the complicated problems the chaotic 
post-war world. Now desires bring his ideas once 
more the attention the American people and hence 
has written another book more popular vein and 
has issued the large paper format that Willkie made 
famous with his One World. 


has given his new book the arresting 
Fight has decided bring out into 
the open what being whispered everywhere and what 
the mind every thinking American. the cor- 
rect answer this question depends the future peace and 
happiness the world. But don’t let this title deceive 
you into thinking that this book entirely concerned with 
telations betwen the United States and Russia. 


mainly concerned with Culbertson’s plan already elabo- 
tated Total Peace. 


clear Culbertson that the war has left the United 
States and Russia the two dominant powers world 
affairs. Fortunately have the atomic bomb and awe- 
inspiring armaments but Russia has the dynamism 
Communism and superior man-power. think 
terms power politics, have three five years 
wage preventative war against Russia that the demo- 
cratic way life may preserved. Before five years will 
have passed, Russia will discover the atomic secret and 
1960 she will carry the war when will meet 
certain defeat. The United Nations will offer 
real help because hamstrung the veto. This 
Culbertson’s realistic, rather pessimistic, analysis the 
world situation. 


these circumstances what shall do? disown 
power politics and see lasting results from an- 
other preventative war, then must immediately amend 
the Charter the United Nations three essential re- 
spects. First, the Security Council and the World Court 
must reorganized through the elimination the veto. 
Secondly, power must delegated the Security Council 
suppress aggression and control scientific weapons 
accordance with Culbertson’s “quota force plan”. 
Thirdly, strong international police force must formed 
with the permanent troops supplied the small 
nations. 


were optimistically suppose that Americans would 
accept these proposals, would there any hope that 
Russians would see the Culbertson proclaims that 
there Peace Party Russia”. True, does not ap- 
pear include Josef Stalin and the commissars the 
Foreign Office. But “the best way help the Russian 
Peace Party determine the policies the Soviet Gov- 
ernment propose these Amendments Russia. 
the Russian Government flatly refuses consider these 


16. 


proposed amendments, will have good reason be- 
lieve that the Russian War Party the saddle”. What 
then would our next move be? would form 
collective security organization against Russia within the 
United Nations. “Such Collective Security Organiza- 
tion can set regional arrangement, which 
expressly permitted the United Nations 
other words, this would regional organization all 
nations except Russia and her satellites. Naturally such 
move would give the coup grace the United Na- 
tions now know it; but would definitely dispel 
that paralyzing fear that currently undermines 
national relations. Furthermore, would inform Russia 
that our policy appeasement has been terminated. 


Atomic scientists have recently emerged from their ivory 
towers scientific speculation warn that are 
living new age. Their invention longer gives 
the time muddle through that was ours the past. 
Today the aggressor has all the advantages. the Com- 
munist ideology Russia will lead her military aggres- 
sion soon she learns the bomb secret, then can- 
not delay amending the Charter. Russia vetoes the 
amendments, then can try Culbertson’s suggestion 
regional security association. this case will know 
where stand. The world cannot exist half Christian 
and half communist. 


Culbertson’s ideas may theoretical but they cannot 
called visionary. They are worthy serious considera- 
tion. They have certain technical competence and this 
not the place evaluate their technical competence. 
Catholics who are interested the papal peace programs 
should study these Intentionally the 
eschews technical proposals his peace addresses and 
confines himself explaining the underlying moral prin- 
ciples. But imposes upon Catholics the obligation 
apply these moral principles the contemporary world. 
cannot claim worthy Catholics shirk our 
duties and cannot afford uninformed such 
momentous times. Culbertson has given American Cath- 
olics something think about. some his ideas 
such the compatibility Christian democracy and 
Communism will openly disagree but with his general 
solution for today’s dilemma—well, form your own 
opinion. 


The author could improve his book foregoing the 
pleasure all too frequent clichés and sparing the 
pain such journalese “The pinky-punky liberals 
the totalitarian fringe are still offering, strident clamor, 


Russian cure faith 
Harry Koenig, 
Mundelein, Illinois 


Literary Guild---April Selection 


Caldwell, Taylor. This Side Innocence. 
Apr. 18, 1946. 499p. $3.00. 


small town upper New York State during the post- 
Civil War period the scene Taylor Caldwell’s latest 
novel portraying the effects love and hatred upon the 
members respectable family during period some 
twenty years. theme the change 
America from agricultural industrial economy 
which, removing people from the land with its stabiliz- 
ing influence, left them rootless and aimless life. 


Scribners. 


Culbertson Caldwell Ingersoll 


SELLERs 


Jerome Lindsey was the ne’er-do-well, foppish son the 
tolerant and quietly stoical Lindsey who, 
Riversend, Y., had built sound and conservative bank, 
impressive residence, Hilltop, and family, consisting 
Jerome and his spinster sister, Dorothea. Jerome had 
refused work his father’s bank and had 
adopted his nephew, Alfred Lindsey, who became duti- 
ful son and conservative banker. Jerome has nothing 
but contemptuous hate for Alfred and for Dorothea 
who loves Alfred Victorian sort way. Alfred had 
married earlier but now widower and father the 
hump-backed Philip. the story opens Dorothea ap- 
peals Jerome return and block marriage between 
Alfred and Amalie Maxwell, beautiful, calculating and 
struggling poor girl who bartering her body without love 
for the security which Alfred can give her. Jerome re- 
turns but fails block the marriage. begins work 
the bank bent Alfred’s ruin. 


Jerome and Amalie fall love and consent passion 
with illegitimate child the result. Lindsey 
dies while stopping Alfred from murdering Jerome. 
divorce results and Jerome marries Amalie. Alfred, Philip 
and Dorothea leave Hilltop and connections between 
the two groups are broken. Jerome meanwhile has dis- 
covered that Alfred has prevented the industrialization 
Riversend and has kept the surrounding farmers bond- 
age. establishes new bank which sponsors industrial 
development and hugely successful. the years pass 
Jerome becomes more and more successful while Alfred 
fades into the background. discovers however that 
there something lacking the new way life that 
has brought Riversend and conjunction with Philip, 
now grown manhood, founds and operates series 
community projects which tend stabilize the workers 
giving them something for which strive. 


Through the years Alfred and Amalie are maturing and 
finally come correct evaluations their lives. Amalie 
recognizes that she would have found happiness with 
Alfred she had learned love him while Alfred loses 
his hate Jerome and even assists him somewhat his 
projects. When Philip wishes marry Jerome’s daughter, 
Mary, they support him but Jerome will have none the 
affair. There final quarrel from which Jerome goes 
his death accident but not before learns how 
hatred had warped his life and gives his assent the 
marriage. 


This novel human emotions and passions 
effects upon human beings fairly correct, though in- 
complete, its treatment the problems involved. Char- 
acters, however, are scarcely natural, being merely puppets 
who move through the highly over-dramatized scenes 
the behest the author. God and religion are mentioned 
possibly able supply the lack modern life but not 
the necessary factor. Human integrity alone 
sidered sufficient for that. the whole the book 
suitable for adult readers but reserves great 
mendation. 


Ingersoll, Ralph. Top Secret. Harcourt, Brace. Apr. 18, 
1946. 373p. $3.00. 


front-page reviews mean anything this the book that 
should high the best-selling lists before many weeks. 
has all the fire and smoke that associate with the 
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newspaper which Mr. Ingersoll has returned 
editor. spares words personalities from Winston 
Churchill down Eisenhower and Montgomery. 


member the General Staff G-3 section General 
Devers’ staff Major Ingersoll was connected with the plan- 
ning the European invasion. Later served liaison 
with Field Marshal (then General) Montgomery 
and thus acquired first-hand knowledge British char- 
acter and style military planning. participated 
the invasion with American Task Force, rejoined 
Montgomery’s 21st Army Group, and ultimately became 
attached General Bradley’s field headquarters 
planning capacity. 


This reviewer will not attempt evaluate Mr. Ingersoll’s 
strictures but simply summarize them follows: 


The British handled the invasion Europe 
politico-military problem, attempting seize and 
control those countries which might prove barriers 
the Russians. 

The British were not interested winning quickly 
but worked toward long-range empire objectives. 

The British regarded themselves masters plan- 
ning and looked upon Montgomery The Master, 
which term Ingersoll uses satiric sense con- 
stantly. 

Through devious tactics the British kept control 
over Eisenhower and kept him the position 
chairman board umpire disputes rather than 
his own planning and execution military 
operations. 


Toward the end the book begin see more basic 
point toward which Mr. Ingersoll driving, namely that 
should wary aligning ourselves too closely with 
the British for she has her differences with the Soviet 
Union and may trying for alliance with us. 
reference the peace parleys 
The British are stacking (the cards) persistently and 
skillfully that will seem our interests preserve 
the British Empire intact and align ourselves with 
the British against the Russians where their interests 
conflict, not only the Balkans but anywhere else 


(p. 351). 


false, Mr. Ingersoll’s view, distrust the Russians. 
Only minority the Soviet councils think that “Russia 
would better off wholly socialized world”. (Maybe 
Stalin the minority.) “Overshadowing all these 
things, weighing Russia’s potential for aggression, the 
historic reality Russia’s isolationism, nationalism, 
group economic interests whatever you choose 
call don’t know what call Russia’s attitude ex- 
cept hypocrisy and don’t see how Mr. Ingersoll can 
reconcile Russia’s actions today with “the historic reality 
Russia’s isolationism”. 

almost laughable see him writing that considers 
the suppressing and secreting scientific knowledge 
sinful” (p. 360) when shows concept elsewhere 
the nature sin the need belief God against 
whom sins are committed. “The Rape Berlin” de- 
scribed William Henry Chamberlin might supply him 
with data Russian sins. 


Withal Top Secret stimulating book. The Battle 
the Payoff Mr. Ingersoll can reduce understandable 


Marshall 


terms the intricacies modern warfare. His character 
analyses General Bradley whom admires intensely, 
General Patton whose swashbuckling activities de- 
scribes with relish, General Montgomery whom de- 
spises acidly, General Eisenhower whose reputation 
deflates considerably, are done sharply and therefore 
somewhat discounted. Adults will find Top Secret 
interesting and instructive but somewhat too cock-sure 
completely right. 


Marshall, Rosamond. Duchess 


Apr. 29, 1946. $2.75. 


Duchess Hotspur has its setting Samuel Johnson’s Eng- 
land, around 1770, with all Johnson’s decency left out. 
Its author, born New York, grew England, was 
educated France, and fictionally least acquired the 
moral slants suggestive bordell. 


After one marriage sixteen and four sinful affairs, 
Widow Percy, Duchess Harford, twenty-four, meets 
commoner, Thomas Ligonier, journalist; after several years 
previous affairs, one with Ox- 
ford don’s wife, another with wineshop keeper, third 
with laundress are described with relish. Percy’s last 
night with her last lover before Tom also detailed. 
Things begin lustspiciously when red-headed Percy ad- 
miringly and touchingly mistakes Tom for statue while 
posing the nude for Sculptor Bardi! She invites 
him ball and keeps him for the night and gives him 
golden key her secret apartment. And another 
heart throbbing lovely romance modern fiction has 
begun. “Tom, dearest...” “Yes, love you, 
you love always?” “Always... 
swear it, Dearest!” they beautifully sin for several 
years. rejects direct offer clothes and money. 
But when she subsidizes his paper for 500 year, 
making him rich, made not see the obvious source. 
When four her discarded lovers get Tom thrown from 
horse and call him pimp, out-boxes one them, 
but “chivalrously” conceals the real reason for the fight 
from Percy. She thinks had been boorish. They quar- 
rel—and the book agonizes over how they will brought 
together again. Percy shows she really owns the news- 
paper; Tom then resigns editor. Tom’s former mistress 
wants poison Percy. Her Cousin Harry also wants her 
killed. the nick time Percy’s last lover tells her the 
real cause Tom’s fight with him. Now she gushes about 
Tom’s chivalry not telling other men, asks him back 
impulsively. arrives just the moment when Percy 
has been gagged whom Cousin Harry has hired. 
Now, condition that she drop the title Duchess, which 
she does, Tom agrees marry 


Though many years reviewing have often been 
shocked, did not think that among respectable people 
book could published which openly and lusciously 
glorifies alley-cat morality. Virtually every meeting be- 
tween man and woman the book climaxed glori- 
fyingly with fornication during the very first twosome 
meeting. Fornication such presented glorious 
adventure true romance; and many the scenes and 
expressions are dangerously suggestive and shameless. 


complain about juvenile delinquency while such novels 
are published and given respectable circulation silly and 


it 
| 


Sayers Timasheff 


futile. Ordinary young people cannot read number 
such books without developing lust for immoral 
romantic adventure. This particular novel has lust and 
nothing else—not even background history. 
perversion love and decency. The author such 
novel ought ostracized and the publisher boycotted. 
totally condemned. 


Sayers, Michael and Kahn, Albert The Great Con- 
spiracy. Little, Brown. Jan. 1946. 433p. $3.50. 


this book the authors attempt prove, among other 
things, the following contentions: that the Russian revolu- 
tionary movement 1917, led Lenin, represented the 
wishes the masses the people; that the Russian Bol- 
sheviks 1917 and the present Soviet régime have all 
times believed and practiced democracy the word 
understood the United States; that only those 
Russia who attempted overthrow the state, which rep- 
resented the great majority the people, have been 
harmed any way; that all White Russians have been 
representative very small group reactionary Rus- 
sians; that Russia since 1917 has manifested ill will 
toward any nation; that Russia has never even thought 
expanding into territory which not clearly and his- 
torically Russian; that anyone who has any time opposed 
even criticized Russia actually menace all that 
decent modern civilization. Admittedly, that 
large order, and the authors have done only well 
might expected. 


The authors maintain that the White Russians who were 
forced leave Russia 1917 and 1918 have been pri- 
marily responsible for the agitation that has been main- 
tained against the Soviet régime the intervening years. 
Some went Germany, some France, others went 
live the Baltic and also the Balkan states, well 
America and elsewhere, but everywhere and always 
they fomented ill will against Russia, which wanted only 
peace with the rest the world. Americans who 
have any time questioned the methods the motives 
the U.S.S.R. are Among the condemned 
critics are, might expect, Lindbergh, Wheeler, Nye, 
and Hoover. The authors seemingly approve the 
unanimity opinion characteristic the U.S.S.R. 
The authors stoutly maintain that the English and the 
French, their unfriendliness Russia, forced her 
sign the pact with Hitler August, 1939. When the 
Russians went into Poland September, 1939, the authors 
say that the action was prompted solely desire 
establish series defenses for the war which Russia 
considered was inevitable with Germany. 


And the story goes, according Sayers and Kahn. 
Actually, the pieces fit together almost too well. have 
right expect any human institution that 
perfect the Soviet régime has been and is, this mo- 
ment. Although Iran was not given much consideration 
this book, one must conclude that whatever being 
done Iran being done with the welfare Iran, and 
Iran only, the Russian mind. times, however, the 
authors are bit nonplussed the change front 
certain people. William Bullitt, sent 
visit Lenin 1919 was very friendly Russian proposals, 
but was overruled his superiors. Later, became the 
first ambassador Soviet Russia, and due Trotskyite 


Best SELLERS 


influence, according the authors, eventually became 
very unfriendly Stalin. Churchill, 1919 very un- 
friendly Russia, eventually became supporter 
Russia when such aid seemed necessary against Hitler. 
Now has again raised the cry the “menace Bol- 
shevism” Europe, and clear that the authors con- 
sider this action simply effort maintain the Tory 
position England, and much Europe possible. 
Much attention directed Trotsky and his followers. 
For reasons that are never made too clear, all such indi- 
viduals were presumably threats civilization. 
time there even intimation that the quarrel between 
Trotsky and Stalin was simply battle for personal power. 
time there the least sign admission that 
anything objectionable associated with the U.S.S.R., 
although nowhere there clear explanation just 
what going Russia. are simply asked be- 
lieve that the Soviet régime, even though spreads all 
over Europe, must not questioned, since any such de- 
velopment will due entirely the wishes the people 
concerned, and will sense the result plan 
formulated Stalin and his associates. who 
wishes enjoy this book must not read critical 


spirit. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Timasheff, Nicholas The Great Retreat. Dutton. 


Mar. 15, 1946. 470p. $5.00. 


Dr. Timasheff, Associate Professor Sociology Ford- 
ham University, left Russia 1921. that time had 
directly observed many aspects the communist régime 
the four years following the revolution. Since then 
has followed with painstaking care and scholarly interest 
every phase the social processes going that coun- 
try. From his vast collection facts, interpreted with the 
highest degree objectivity, has recorded the findings 
his investigations this comprehensive and well docu- 
mented study which traces what the sub-title calls “The 
Growth and Decline Communism Russia”. 


the author’s contention that communism Russia 
definitely declining and that the country today is, 
many respects, approximately where would had the 
revolution not taken place. the “great retreat” 
refers that gradual, yet unheralded and unacknowl- 
edged, reversal and undoing some the previously 
unquestioned policies and programs the communists. 
Since 1934 there has been every evidence movement 
away from internationalism revival nationalism; 
from the “free” attitude toward marriage, divorce, and 
abortion glorification family life; from new 
cepts education return the old methods teach- 
ing; from persecution religion restoration 
state-authorized church. 

seek causes for this retreat our search must con- 
ducted two levels. the first place natural 
outgrowth human society. All revolutions must eventu- 
ally undo some their measures the society which 
the revolution has taken place survive. This the 
golden rule drawn historians from the French revolu- 
tionary and post-revolutionary epochs. “Any vital society, 
after suffering eruption, returns the climate best 


suited its nature and its historical evolution” (p. 362). 
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This, course, offers partial and abstract explanation 
the phenomenon, but does not give concrete reason 
why the event took place the particular year 1934. 
According the author the convergence two chains 
events necessitated this alteration policy. First 
was becoming clear that certain phases the communist 
experiment were failure. Secondly, there was the ever 
increasing danger being attacked mighty coalition. 
Refusal accept the decision probably would have proved 
fatal. Yielding enabled the Russians prepare for 
their heroic resistance the invader. 

order understand this retreat its proper perspective 
Professor Timasheff returns pre-revolutionary Russia 
which proves was not stagnant falsely 
claimed. fact was rapidly industrializing and “it was 
the communist revolution which retarded that process 
many 

The course events following the revolution analyzed 
four-phase process. The first (1917-21) was char- 
acterized the feverish insistence the part the new 
leaders social and cultural transformation according 
the Marxist blueprint. Many these reforms were 
subsequently undone during the first retreat known 
the New Economic Policy (NEP, 1921-29), even though 
communist experimentation was continued. Then fol- 
lowed the period renewed vigor (1929-34) which 
every effort was exerted toward industrialization and col- 
lectivization and toward return the earlier drastic 
measures. Finally came the fourth phase, from 1934 
the present—another reversal form. 

However one might question the value Professor Tima- 
approach and interpretation there denying 
the validity his facts. does not insist ac- 
ceptance his hypothesis. must verified the 
specific method empiric science. Facts must pre- 
sented. And his study the facts speak for themselves. 
Anyone who seriously concerned with Russian affairs, 
whether student layman, should not fail take 
advantage the wealth material offered The Great 


Retreat. 
Francis Ullrich, 
New York City 


Pratt, Theodore. Valley Boy. Duell, Sloan and Pearce. 


Mar. 13, 1946. $2.50. 


The San Fernando Valley California the scene 
this novel about Johnny Birch whose father and mother, 
little more than adolescents themselves, both mentally and 
physically, attempt rear the child according book 
which expounds the very newest doctrines child psy- 
chology. rather they use the book excuse 
neglect the boy while devoting all their energies and 
affections Carlos and Dolores, their horses. 
accordance with the newest psychology that Johnny calls 
his parents “George” and “Helen”, and taught “self- 
teliance”, which means getting his own meals, finding his 
own amusements, and seeking affection elsewhere while 
his parents read Western fiction, dress like cowboys, and 
associate exclusively with the horses. 

Johnny’s best friend Oscar, trained sea lion which 
lives next door, and which Johnny occasionally takes 
bed with him. also feeds and looks after Oscar when- 
ever his master, “the Professor”, drunk, which fairly 
often. Steve and Kit Spaulding, newly arrived neighbors 


Pratt Stowman 


Florida Avenue, befriend the child, whose neglected 
and lonely existence something public scandal. 
Johnny gradually learns why people whisper his pres- 
ence about the Spauldings: Kit expecting baby, but 
not legally married Steve because “The Fiend” (his 
first wife) will not grant him divorce, least not 
time legitimize the coming child. The charity ‘the 
Spauldings leads Johnny adore them rather than his 
own parents, and exclaims Kit: “When grow 
want like you and Steve. want not mar- 


ried and have baby” (p. 140). 


All the neighbors respect Kit and Steve for making 
secret their bigamous union; after all, was techni- 
cality, and the couple hadn’t dreamed that the first wife 
would hold divorce which was ultimately inevitable, 
just spite them and hurt their child. The only dis- 
senting voice was that Myrtle Peeples, who was re- 
pressed and had puritanical views about marriage. Johnny 
often wondered why Myrtle would never let her husband 
put his arm around her touch her any way; was 
another thing the neighbors whispered about. 


Steve and Kit, ill-advised attempt restore Johnny 
his own family, hurt the boy giving him the im- 
pression that they (Steve and Kit) did not want him 
around any longer. Then the Professor breaks him 
that must take the sea lion away. This the last 
straw. Johnny’s schoolmates will have nothing with 
him because the weird cowboy clothes his parents make 
him wear, and the even weirder house which they 
live: fake hacienda copied from photograph they had 
taken old ruin Mexico. The boy decides hang 
himself, and prevented from succeeding only for- 
tuitous occurrence. Finally, during flood, nearly 
drowned, and his parents, last awakened their selfish- 
ness, welcome him back genuine home life, and 
everybody happy. 


stories strung out novel-length; the characters, includ- 
ing the hero, are not either convincing interesting 
any reader who can distinguish between creative writing 
and mere reporting. The author’s conception Chris- 
tianity seems equivocal, say the least (p. 293), and his 
attitude toward sex, which doubtless considers “frank”, 
nothing the sort. prurient. The scene where 
Steve’s first wife tries seduce him, offering him divorce 
bribe (p. 238-44) vicious; and the story Myrtle 
(p. 297-304) who brought her sexual troubles Kit, who 
turn helped her taking her her own doctor for 
minor operation, irrelevant the main narrative 
well indecent. the way out the doctor’s office 
Kit, waiting hear Myrtle’s account her experience, 
“found herself practically jumping with interest and curi- 
osity” (p. 302). Exactly. Not recommended. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


Stowman, Knud. With Cradle and Clock. Harper. Apr. 
10, 1946. 292p. $2.50. 


Jonathan Kent, disciple French obstetrician, came 
New York 1702 practice profession which was not, 
yet, considered respectable for the male doctor. The 
slightly deaf Jonathan was man with crusade and like 


; 
- 


all enthusiasts subordinated all else his life what 
considered his mission. cared little for success, 
acclaim position opinion—his ideal was decrease 
the dangers birth the use scientific obstetrics and 
thus bring more healthy, happy children into this new 
and growing world. the time Jonathan’s arrival 
yellow fever broke out New York spite the pre- 
cautions the port physician Lourens Baxter. Jonathan 
became Baxter’s assistant and thereby met his wife Rosalje 
and his children, Janet and Cornelis. This course pre- 
vented Jonathan from practicing obstetrics but gained 
such reputation that when Baxter died the fever 
Jonathan continued his practice. lived thatched 
house among the outcasts New York and his aid 
made them his firm friends. 


Cor had quarrelled with his father before the latter’s 
death and had gone privateering cruise the West 
Indies with Sam Bayard who loved Janet. Returning un- 
successful from the cruise Cor went into business and 
gaining the ear the governor became wealthy. also 
became deeply interested the elfin, sprightly free- 
dom-starved Theodosia, daughter the governor, but she 
held him arms length. Cor hated Jonathan and his 
hatred became intense when Janet married Jonathan. 
When the governor was thrown into debtor’s prison Cor 
offered Theodosia his fortune but she went live 
Jonathan’s old house where she found freedom and finally 
rejected Cor’s suit because his insufficiency. 


Cor felt that Jonathan was behind this also and engineered 
mid-wives protest the City Council. But Jonathan 
was exonerated and Cor was exposed. Jonathan had 
begun his practice obstetrics and had met with some 
success but little acceptance among the more influential 
families. Sam Bayard however had him secretly caring 
for his wife Margaret who was suffering from pernicious 
vomiting pregnancy. When Janet bore Jonathan’s first 
son all the relatives and friends gathered celebrate the 
christening. Margaret came against Jonathan’s orders and 
was seized with eclampsia. Jonathan prepared induce 
labor the only hope saving mother and child but 
Margaret’s father, the Mayor, attempted stop him. 
Jonathan, however, defied the Mayor and was successful, 
thereby establishing his and his practice 
obstetrics the story ends. 


This somewhat fascinating story with unusual and 
interesting theme. not historical novel the 
usual sense the word since deals mainly with per- 
sonal reactions single and minor historical footnote. 
The background material, however, well done and the 
picture early New York excellent. Obstetrical prac- 
tice not overly stressed the book but there are some 
references and one objectionable statement (p. 223) which 
render the book suitable only for adult readers. 


Caldwell, Erskine. House the Uplands. 
Sloan and Pearce. Apr. 26, 1946. 238p. $2.50. 


The theme Southern decay among its aristocratic fami- 
lies not unusual one nor this treatment any way 
unusual profound. Grady Dunbar, like his father be- 
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mistress. The three-fold combination brings about his 
downfall and tragedy for his wife Lucyanne who, however, 
finds solace with the lawyer Ben Baxter, unpopular be. 
cause his crusade for negro-white equal rights. 
all, there’s nothing profound 
analysis character treatment. There seems valid 
reason for recommendation any reader and several 
sons, notably suggestive lines and profanity, for keeping 
from adolescents. 


Crime Club---April Selection 


Knight, Kathleen Moore. The Trouble Turkey 
The Crime Club. Doubleday. Apr. 1946. 220p. 


The trouble question appears come head the 
town tucker given the folk Penberthy Island their 
returning heroes who had gone war, Tad, Persh, and 
Pudgy. Tad’s sullen wife seems the focus; her murky 
nature involves Persh’s girl, Candy, whom had for. 
gotten Iceland for Viking Ilse. The errant wife, 
turn, becomes terrified the veiled Miss Thorne whe 
lurks outside the hall and accosts her. Two sets 
shrewd, middle-aged New England eyes look on, those 
Elisha Macomber, Chairman the island’s Board 
Selectmen, and his great friend, spinster librarian Mar 
cella Tracy. They begin make out sinister pattern, 
and what they see they not like. Miss through 
whose feminine consciousness the events are refracted 
the reader, likes even less next morning when she 
across the battered body the trouble maker the sitting 
room Turkey Hill. second murder follows. The 
solution clouded over for time shoal red 
herrings, Maine variety, but comes the traditional 
nick avert still third killing. 


you like Joseph Lincoln’s applejack humors, 
candles from Cape Cod shops, and netted glass balls 
Gloucester curio nooks, you may like this. But 
not taken the unfulfilled promise tantalizing 
Gothic dust packet. Male mystery fans will well 
vised refer their custom elsewhere this month. 


Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, 
Buffalo, New York 
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